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MLA Style Citation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All information from outside sources used in a research paper must be cited.  The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research 
Papers, 6th edition, by Joseph Gibaldi, gives instructions on how to cite many different types of resources. All examples 
and tips listed in this handout are adapted from this edition of the handbook.  
 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s ideas, information or words and passing them off as your own. According to 
Gibaldi, this is not only intellectual theft but can also be construed as fraud if you plagiarize with the intent of getting a 
better grade (66).  Most plagiarism in student writing is unintentional and almost always the result of inaccurate notes. To 
guard against this, always take careful notes that distinguish between your own thoughts and ideas, those that you have 
paraphrased from other sources, and those that you have directly quoted. Remember that “presenting an author’s exact 
wording without marking it as a quotation is plagiarism, even if you cite the source” (Gibaldi 70). 
 
Parenthetical References 
Any sources listed in the works cited page of the paper must first be acknowledged in the body of the research paper. A 
parenthetical reference briefly identifies the source without repeating the full information from the works cited page. 
Information about parenthetical references is included in the MLA Handbook, (ch. 6; 238-260).  
 
Here is the basic format for parenthetical references: 

• When citing entire works, it’s better to mention them in the text rather than in parentheses. Use the name of the 
person that begins the entry in your works cited list [i.e. Waldron’s central thesis holds that…]. 

• If you mention the author’s name in the text, you do not need to include it in the parenthetical reference. The page 
number is enough. [i.e. Waldron states that Welty is known for her frequent use of metaphor when describing her 
early childhood experiences (38).] 

• When citing parts of a work, use the last name of the author followed by a space and the page number of the 
reference [i.e. (Waldron 38).] 

• When citing two or more works by the same author, use the last name of the author, a comma, a shortened 
version of the title and the page number [i.e. (Waldron, Eudora 45).]  

• In a work with no author, use the first word of the title (not including a, an, or the) and the page number [i.e. 
(Reducing 2).] 

• If a web document includes fixed page numbers, include them as you would for a print source. [i.e. (Smith 28)]. 
• If a web document has other fixed numbers, use them with the appropriate labels: line(s), par.(s) for paragraph(s), 

sec.(s), ch.(s) for chapters, etc. [i.e. (“Knight’s Tale”, lines 50-75); (Moulthrop, pars. 19-20); (Jones, sect. 1)].  
• If there are no fixed numbers, omit them. Never cite a page or line number from a printout; these may vary 

depending on text size, paper size or printer.         
 
Works Cited 
All works that are acknowledged in the paper or identified by a parenthetical reference require a listing in the works cited 
page. The purpose of the works cited page is to permit the reader to return to the original source.  
 
Here is the basic format for the works cited page: 

• Start your works cited page on a new sheet at the end of your paper, number it consecutively, and use the same 
font style and size as for the rest of the paper.  

• Center the title Works Cited an inch from the top of the page and double-space between the title and the first entry. 
Double space the entire list. Arrange entries alphabetically. Do not number the entries. 

• Begin each entry flush with the left margin. Indent the following lines five spaces. 
 
The instructions for citing specific types of electronic resources are given below along with examples. The examples are 
single spaced in order to save space. Remember to double-space the citations. Always verify this citation format with 
your instructor. 
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Citing Books 
 
Books are the most common type of source students use in their research. Book citations have three basic parts and 
are organized like the example below:  
 

Author’s name. Title of the book. Publication information. 
 
Some books, like encyclopedias or anthologies, may require additional information. The guidelines listed below include 
some additional items that may be necessary when citing a book. When preparing your citation, add the items in the 
order that they appear in the list below. 
 

 Author’s Name:  
o Name of the author, editor, organization, etc. (if given). 
o Use the author’s last name, a comma and then the first name.  

 Title of the book:  
o If citing part of a book, the title of the chapter or section (in quotes) comes before the title of the book. 
o Title of the book (underlined) followed by a period.  You may italicize the title instead of underlining. 
o Name of the editor, translator, or compiler. 
o Edition used. 
o Number(s) of the volume(s) used. 
o Name of the series if the book is part of a series. 

 Publication information: 
o MLA recommends that publication information be taken directly from the book, not from a catalog record. 
o Include the city of publication followed by a colon; if the city is not well-known, place a comma after the city 

and add the state or country of publication. Use the two-digit postal code for states and foreign countries. 
o If the date of publication does not appear on a book’s title page, use the latest copyright date. 

 Some sources may also require you to include relevant page numbers. 
 

Author’s last name, First name. Title of Book. City of publication: Publisher, date 
published. 

 
The section below this box will include specific examples of different types of book sources that may be used as well as 
examples of citations for interviews, video recordings and other non-print sources.   

 
Books 
 

Waldron, Ann.  Eudora: A Writer’s Life.  New York: Doubleday, 1998. 
 
People for the American Way.  Attacks on the Freedom to Learn: 1992-1993 Report.  

Washington, DC:  People for the American Way, 1993. 
 
Books with Two or More Authors 
 

Wertheim, Stanley and Paul Sorrentino.  The Crane Log:  A Documentary Life of Stephen 
Crane 1871-1900.  New York: G.K. Hall & Co., 1994. 

 
Hamilton, Eva May Nunnelley, Eleanor Noss Whitney, and Frances Sienkiewicz Sizer.  

Nutrition: Concepts and Controversies, 4th ed. St. Paul, MN: West, 1988. 
 
When a book has more than three authors, name only the first author, followed by a comma and then the abbreviation, “et 
al” (and others). 
 

Patrick, Maxine L., et al.  Medical-Surgical Nursing: Pathophysiological Concepts, 2nd 
ed. New York: Lippincott, 1991. 

 
Books with an Editor as the Author 
 

Bullough, Bonnie and Vern L. Bullough, eds.  Nursing Issues for the Nineties and 
Beyond.  New York: Springer, 1994. 
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Book in a Series 
 

Kinnear, Karen L.  Violent Children: A Reference Handbook. Contemporary World Issues.  
Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 1995. 

 
Chapter From a Book in a Series 
 

Leone, David, et. al., eds.  “Women in Shakespeare’s Tragedies.” Readings on the 
Tragedies of William Shakespeare. Literary Companion Ser. San Diego, CA: 
Greenhaven, 1996. 41-49. 

 
Multivolume Work 
 

Zaidman, Laura M. “Zora Neale Hurston.”  Dictionary of Literary Biography:  American 
Short-Story Writers, 1910-1945. Ed. Bobby Ellen Kimbel. Vol. 86.  Detroit: Gale, 
1989. 159-171. 

 
Work from an Anthology 
 

Angelou, Maya. “To a Freedom Fighter.” The Complete Collected Poems of Maya Angelou. 
New York: Random House, 1994. 37. 

 
Angelou, Maya. “Still I Rise.” Black Sister: Poetry by Black American Women, 1746-1980. 

Ed. Erlene Stetson. Bloomington, IN: Indiana Univ. Press, 1981. 265. 
 
Excerpt from a Book or Journal Article Reprinted in a Reference Book 
 

Kendall, Lyle H. “The Vampire Motif in ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’.” College 
English 24.4 (1963): 450-53.  Rpt. in Short Story Criticism. Ed. Margaret Haerens. 
Vol. 22. Detroit: Gale, 1996. 308-311. 

 
Lieber, Todd M.  “Talismanic Patterns in the Novels of John Steinbeck.” American 

Literature. May 1972: 262-275.  Rpt. in Contemporary Literary Criticism. Eds. 
Carolyn Riley and Phyllis Carmel Mendelson. Vol. 5.  Detroit: Gale, 1976. 405-407. 

 
Film or Video Recordings 
 
To cite a film seen in the cinema or original broadcast, begin with the title and include the director, the distributor and the 
year of release.  You may include other pertinent information – such as the names of the writer, performers, and producer 
– between the title and distributor. This is especially helpful whenever several versions of the film have been made. 
 

Casablanca.  Dir. Michael Curtiz. MGM, 1942. 
 
Hamlet. Dir. Franco Zeffirelli. Perf. Mel Gibson, Glenn Close, Paul Scofield, Ian Holm 

and Helena Bonham-Carter. Warner Brothers, 1990. 
 
Hamlet. Dir. Lawrence Olivier. Perf. Lawrence Olivier, Eileen Herlie, Basil Sidney, 

Felix Aylmer, Jean Simmons. Paramount, 1948. 
 

When your paper focuses on the contribution of an individual (i.e. an actor, director, etc.), begin with the person’s name 
followed by the appropriate abbreviation (dir. for director; perf. for performer; prod. for producer; adapt. for writer, etc.).  
 

Gibson, Mel, perf. Hamlet. Dir. Franco Zeffirelli. Warner Brothers, 1990. 
 
To cite a videocassette, DVD, laser disc, slide program or filmstrip, include the original release date and the medium 
before the name of the distributor. 

 
Hamlet. Dir. Franco Zeffirelli. Perf. Mel Gibson, Glenn Close, Paul Scofield, Ian Holm 

and Helena Bonham-Carter. 1990. Videocassette. Warner Home Video, 1990 
 
Dune. Dir. David Lynch. Perf. Kyle MacLachlan, Jose Ferrer, Max Von Sydow, and Linda 
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Hunt. 1984. DVD. Universal Home Video, Inc., 1998.  
 

Encylopedias and Dictionaries 
 

Dobie, J. Frank. “Houston, Sam.”  The Encyclopedia Americana.  International Ed. 1994. 
 
“Noon.” The Oxford English Dictionary. 2nd ed. 1989.  

 
Pamphlet 
 

Reducing Indoor Air Pollution.  Sacramento, CA:  California Air Resources Board 
Research Division, 1994. 

 
Interview 
 
To cite a television or radio interview, include the name of the person being interviewed, the name of the interviewer if 
known, and the name of the program (underlined) the interview appeared on.  Also include the name of the network, the 
station that broadcast the interview, the city where it is located, and the date of the interview.  For interviews conducted by 
the researcher, use the name of the person interviewed, the type of interview conducted (personal interview, telephone 
interview, etc.), and the date the interview was conducted. 
 

Payton, Gary.  Interview with Bob Costas. NBC Sports. NBC. WESH, Orlando. 22 Apr. 2000. 
 
Mojock, Charles. Telephone Interview. 29 May 2003. 

 

 
 
Magazines  
 

Bamberger, Michael. “Dream Come True.” Sports Illustrated 20 Dec. 1999:  46+. 
 
Klien, Gerald L. and Robert W. Ziering.  “Allergies and Exercise.” The Saturday Evening 

Post Mar.-Apr. 2000: 26+. 
 

Citing Articles from Magazines and Journals 
 
Magazines and journals are used often for research papers because they provide current information and informative 
research about a wide variety of topics. Magazines and journals are often lumped into a large category of publications 
called “periodicals” because they are published at regular intervals throughout the year.  Periodical citations, like their 
book counterparts, have three basic parts and are organized like the example below:  
 

Author’s name. “Title of the article.” Publication information. 
 
For a periodical, the trickiest part is the publication information. Follow the examples for different types of periodicals for 
more specific information. Add the information below to your citations in the order that it appears on the list. 
 

 Author’s Name (if known -- follow book guidelines) 
 Title of the article:  

o Enclose the title of the article in quote marks. Place the period inside the quote marks. 
 Publication information: 

o MLA recommends that publication information be taken directly from the periodical. 
o Title of the periodical (underlined or italicized). 
o The volume number (if necessary) followed by a comma, the date of publication (in parentheses), a colon, 

the page numbers, and a period. 
o When citing the date of the periodical, the name of the month should be abbreviated for all months except 

May, June and July.  
 

Author’s last name, First name. “Title of the Article.” Title of Periodical Day month 
year: page number(s).  
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Cohen, Sherry Suib.  “The Moral Future of Our Children.” Parents Feb. 2000: 86+. 
 
For magazine articles with no author, start the citation with the title of the article in quotes. 

 
“Seeing is Believing.” Sports Illustrated 20 Dec. 1999: 137. 

 
Journals 
 
When citing a journal that begins each issue on page one, you must include the issue number to identify the source.  Add 
a period and the issue number directly after the volume number. In the example below ‘24.3’ signifies volume 24, issue 3. 
 

Marek, Karen Dorman and Marilyn J. Rantz. “Aging in Place: A New Model for Long Term 
Care.” Nursing Administration Quarterly 24.3 (2000): 1-11. 

 
The following example is for a journal with continuous page numbering. Note that the number “61” which appears after the 
title is the volume number. 
 

Lindahl, Kristin M. and Neena M. Malik.  “Observations of Marital Conflict and Power: 
Relations with Parenting in the Triad.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family 61 
(1991): 320-330. 

 
Newspapers 
 
If using a newspaper that names the edition on the front page, add a comma after the date and specify the edition.  If there 
is no edition, simply follow the date with a colon and the page number. 
 

Woodward, Calvin.  “Storm Surrounds Raid as Elian Has Quiet Easter.” The Daily 
Commercial [Leesburg] 24 Apr. 2000: A1. 

 
When citing editorials, add the descriptive label ‘Editorial’ (not underlined or in quotes) after the title of the editorial. 
 

“Rule is Important to Suspects, Law Enforcement.” Editorial. The Daily Commercial 
[Leesburg] 26 Apr. 2000: A13. 

 
Barnard, Neal D. and Caroline Zweller. “To Show Your Charity, Serve Veggies.”  

Editorial. The Daily Commercial  [Leesburg] 26 Apr. 2000: A13. 
 
When citing a letter to the editor, add the descriptive label ‘Letter’ (not underlined or in quotes) after the name of the letter’s 
author. To identify a published response to a letter add ‘Reply to the letter of […],’ (not underlined or in quotes) after the 
author’s name.   
 

Edwards, Mark S. Letter. The Daily Commercial [Leesburg] 26 Apr. 2000: A13. 
 
Tedesco, S. Reply to the letter of Mary Ann Cogwin. Reno Gazette-Journal 11 Aug. 2003: 

A9. 
 
Reviews 
 
When citing a review, give the reviewer’s name and the title of the review (if there is one); then write Rev. of (neither 
underlined nor enclosed in quotes) followed by the title of the work reviewed, a comma, the word “by,” and the name of the 
author. When citing a movie review, omit the word “by” after the title and replace with the director instead. 
 
Book Review 

Zelnick, Bob. “Inside Dope.” Rev. of Inventing Al Gore: A Biography, by Bill Turque.  
National Review 17 Apr. 2000:  43-45. 

 
Movie Review 

Rozen, Leah. “Screen.”  Rev. of The Bone Collector, dir. Phillip Noyce.  People Weekly 
15 Nov. 1999: 35. 

 
For movie reviews from the internet, see page 11. 
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Full-Text Resources from Subscription Databases 
 
The section above illustrates how to cite articles from periodicals. In many cases, online versions of these articles are 
available through subscription databases.  
 
The citations for the subscription database versions of print resources follow the same patterns as those for the print 
version except that they add information about the online source.  
 

Author’s name. “Title of document.” Publication information for print version. 
Information about online version. Access information. 

 
Follow the steps below to site resources from subscription databases. 

 
 
 
Step 1: Cite the print source using the guidelines on pages 1-5. If only the starting page number of an article’s original print 

version is given, give the number, followed by a hyphen, a space and a period. [i.e. 32-.]. If there are no page 
numbers given write n. pag. Omit any publication information that is not available. 

 
Step 2: Add the information about the online version in the order listed below. 
  

 Information about online version 
o Title of the database (underlined): The title of the database should be easy to find. It should be listed on 

your database printout, on the library’s databases page or in the database itself.  
o Name of the subscription service: To find the name of the subscription service, consult the list below, 

the library’s databases page or the database itself. 

 
 Access Information: 
o Include the name, city and state of the subscribing library (usually Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., 

Leesburg, FL). 
o Date of access. 
o Electronic address <URL> for the subscription access page, in angle brackets. Do not use the URL of 

Academic Search Premiere - EBSCOhost 
Art Full Text - Wilson Web  
Biography Resource Center - Gale 
Biological & Agricultural Index Plus  -  Wilson Web 
Business Source Elite - EBSCOhost 
Cinahl with Headings - EBSCOhost 
Criminal Justice Periodical Index - Proquest 
CQ Researcher - CQ Library 
Custom Newspapers - Gale 
Encyclopædia Britannica - Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. 
Expanded Academic ASAP - Gale 
FactSearch - OCLC FirstSearch 
General BusinessFile ASAP - Gale 
General Reference Center Gold - Gale 
General Science Full Text  -  Wilson Web 
Health Source Nursing Academic Ed. - EBSCOhost 
Health Source Nursing Consumer Ed. - EBSCOhost 
Health & Wellness Resource Center - Gale 
Hoover’s Online - Hoover’s, Inc. 
Humanities Full Text -  Wilson Web 
Informa! Revistas en Espanol - Gale 
InfoTrac OneFile - Gale 
InfoTrac Professional Ed. - Gale  

InfoTrac Junior Ed.  - Gale 
InfoTrac Kids - Gale 
InfoTrac Student Ed. - Gale 
Issues & Controversies - Facts on File 
JSTOR - JSTOR 
Legal Periodicals Full Text - Wilson Web 
Literature Resource Center - Gale 
Magill OnLiterature Plus - EBSCOhost 
MAS Ultra School Ed. - EBSCOhost 
Military & Government Collection - EBSCOhost 
NetLibrary - OCLC NetLibrary 
NewsBank Academic Library Collection - Newsbank, Inc. 
NewsBank Retrospective - Newsbank, Inc. 
Orlando Sentinel - Newsbank, Inc. 
Omnifile Full Text Mega - Wilson Web 
Primary Search - EBSCOhost 
PsycArticles - EBSCOhost 
Reader’s Guide Full Text Researcher - Wilson Web 
Regional Business News - EBSCOhost 
What Do I Read Next? - Gale 
Wilson Business Full Text -  Wilson Web 
Wilson Science Complete -  Wilson Web 
World Almanac - OCLC FirstSearch 
xreferplus - xrefer 
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your search results because it is not a stable web address.  
 
The final citation should look like this:  
 
Author or editor’s name (if given).  “Title of article.” Title of publication day month 

year: page number(s)if provided. Title of Database.  Name of Subscription Service. 
Name, city and state of subscribing library. Date of access <URL>.  

 
The examples below are listed alphabetically by the various subscription services. Replace the title of the database where 
needed.  
 
CQ Library -- CQ Researcher  

“Genetically Engineered Foods. The Issues.” The CQ Researcher 5 Aug. 1994: n. pag. CQ 
Researcher. CQ Library.  Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 18 Nov. 
1998 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
EBSCOhost -- Academic Search Premier 

Cooper, Matthew. “Keeping His Eye on the Ball.” Time 27 Dec. 1999: 128.  Academic 
Search Premiere. EBSCOhost. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 23 
Jan. 2000 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
EBSCOhost -- Magill OnLiterature Plus 

“The Dharma Bums.” Masterplots II: American Fiction Series, rev. ed. Salem Press, 2000. 
Magill OnLiterature Plus. EBSCOhost. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, 
FL. 21 Jan. 2004 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
Lewis, Leon. “The Chrysanthemums.” Masterplots II: Short Story Series. Salem Press, 

1986. Magill OnLiterature Plus. EBSCOhost. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., 
Leesburg, FL. 21 Jan. 2004 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. -- Encyclopædia Britannica Online*  

 “Cuban Missile Crisis.” Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 2003. Encyclopædia Britannica 
Online. Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, 
FL. 6 May 2003. <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
Facts on File -- Issues and Controversies 

 “Religion and School Curriculum.” Issues and Controversies 30 Sept. 2002: n.pag. 
Issues and Controversies. Facts on File. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., 
Leesburg, FL. 6 Jan. 2004 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
Gale -- Expanded Academic ASAP  

Roberts, Johnnie L. “Can MGM Roar Again?” Newsweek 24 Nov. 1997: 53.  Expanded Academic 
ASAP. Gale. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 30 June 1999 
<http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
Gale -- Literature Resource Center  

“Nicholls, David G. “Migrant Labor, Folklore, and Resistance in Hurston’s Polk County: 
Reframing Mules and Men.” African-American Review 33 (1999): 467. Literature 
Resource Center. Gale. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 9 Mar. 2000 
<http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
Howard, Lillie P. “Zora Neale Hurston.” Dictionary of Literary Biography, Volume 51: 

Afro-American Writers from the Harlem Renaissance to 1940.  Ed. Trudier Harris.  
Gale, 1987.  133-145. Literature Resource Center. Gale. Lake-Sumter Community 
Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL.  9 Mar. 2000 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 
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*Some of the sources may not have an original print version, such as Encyclopædia Britannica or Hoover’s. 
Wilson Web -- Legal Periodicals Full Text 

Paulsen, Michael Stokes. “The Worst Constitutional Decision of All Time.” Notre Dame 
Law Review 78 (2003): 995-1043. Legal Periodicals Full Text. Wilson Web. Lake-
Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 6 Jan. 2004 
<http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
Hoover’s, Inc. -- Hoover’s Online* 

“The Walt Disney Company: Company Capsule.” Hoover’s Online. Hoover’s, Inc. Lake-Sumter 
Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL.  24 Apr. 2000. <http://www.hoovers.com>. 

 
JSTOR -- JSTOR  

Cooley, Charles H.  “Social Consciousness.” American Journal of Sociology 12 (1907): 
675-694. JSTOR. JSTOR. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL.  3 Sept. 
2003 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
OCLC FirstSearch -- FactSearch  

United States. Cong. Senate. Committee on Labor and Human Resources. Oversight on the 
Administration on Aging, Hearing. 18 May 1989. Washington: GPO, 1990.  Abstract. 
FactSearch. OCLC FirstSearch. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 22 
Jan. 2004 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
OCLC NetLibrary -- netLibrary 

Toth, Emily. Unveiling Kate Chopin.  Jackson, MS: UP of Mississippi, 1999. netLibrary. 
OCLC NetLibrary. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL.  19 Sept. 2001. 
<http://www.linccweb.org/ebooks>. 

 
OCLC FirstSearch -- World Almanac  

“The 1999 Nobel Prizes.” The World Almanac and Book of Facts. 2000. WorldAlmanac. OCLC 
FirstSearch. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 25 Apr. 2000 
<http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
NewsBank, Inc. -- Newsbank Academic Library Collection  

Ungar, Laura. “Del. Study: Low-Carb, High-Fat Diet Works.” The News Journal 
[Wilmington, Delaware] 28 Nov. 2003: 1, 8A. NewsBank Academic Library Collection. 
NewsBank, Inc. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 6 Jan. 2004 
<http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
ProQuest -- Criminal Justice Periodicals Index  

“Virginia: Lawmakers Defeat Anti-Sniper Measure.” Crime Control Digest 25 Oct. 2002: 7. 
Criminal Justice Periodicals Index. ProQuest. Lake-Sumter Community Coll. Lib., 
Leesburg, FL. 14 Jan. 2003 <http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
xrefer -- xreferplus 

“Squash (botany).” Crystal Reference Encyclopedia. 2001. xreferplus. xrefer. Lake-
Sumter Community Coll. Lib., Leesburg, FL. 29 Aug. 2003 
<http://www.linccweb.org/eresources.asp>. 

 
*Some of the sources may not have an original print version, such as Encyclopædia Britannica or Hoover’s.
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Internet Resources 
 
The vastness of the Internet makes it impossible to provide examples of everything you are likely to find. For this 
reason we provide basic guidelines and examples of the most commonly used sources. These include: scholarly 
projects, reference databases, the texts of books, articles in periodicals, and professional and personal sites.  
 
The citation for web resources can have as many as five divisions organized like the example below. 
 

Author’s name. “Title of the document.” Information about print version of a 
publication. Information about electronic publication. Access information. 

 
The list below outlines the five divisions and details the information that may be included in each. The information 
included in your citation will vary depending on the type of website; omit any items that are not available on your site. 
Use the information in your citation in the order that it appears in this list. 
  

 Author’s Name:  
o Name of the author, editor, etc. (if given) 

 Title of the Document:  
o Title of the article, poem, short story, or document within a site (in quotes). 
o Title of a posting to a discussion list or forum in quotes (use the subject line) followed by the description 

Online posting. 
o Title of a book, underlined.  
o Title of a journal, underlined.  

 Information about print version of a publication: 
o Name of editor, compiler, or translator of the text (if relevant and not cited earlier), with an appropriate 

abbreviation, such as Ed.  
o Publication information for any print version (e.g., volume and issue number, date, publisher, etc.). 

 Information about electronic publication: 
o Title of the website, scholarly project, database, or online periodical (underlined), or, for a professional or 

personal site with no title, a description such as Home Page. 
o Name of the editor of the site (if given). 
o Version number of the source (if not part of the title) or, for an online journal, the volume and/or issue 

numbers or other identifying number. 
o Date of electronic publication, latest update, or posting date. 
o For a posting to a discussion list or forum, the name of the list or forum. 
o The number range or total number of pages or other enumeration such as fixed paragraph, line or section 

numbers if they are numbered in the electronic version. 
o Name of any sponsoring institution or organization (if not cited earlier). 

 Access Information: 
o Date when the researcher accessed the source. 
o Electronic address, or URL, of the source (in angle brackets). 

 If the URL is too long and complicated the site’s search page may be sufficient. 
 The keyword assigned by a subscription service may be used in place of the URL. 
 If the access is too difficult, add Path and the sequence of links followed. 

 
Entire Website (if citing the entire website, start with the information about the electronic publication) 
 

Voices of the Shuttle. Ed. Alan Liu. U California Santa Barbara. 11 Sept. 2003 
<http://vos.ucsb.edu/index.asp#top>. 

 
Decameron Web. Brown University. 11 Sept. 2003 

<http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Italian_Studies/dweb/dweb.shtml>. 
 
American Film Institute. 11 Sept. 2003 <http://www.afi.com/index.asp>. 

 
For a personal site with no title, add Home page after the author. 
 

Sloan, Neil J. A. Home page. 11 Sept 2003 <http://www.research.att.com/~njas>. 
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Document within a Scholarly Project: 
Kairis, Alexandra. “Pampinea.” Decameron Web. Brown University. 11 Sept. 2003 

<http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Italian_Studies/dweb/narrators/1pampinea.shtml>. 
 
Some websites do not assign a specific URL to each page. In this case cite the home page, follow the URL with the word 
“Path” and a colon, and then specify the sequence of links (with semicolons separating each link) (Gibaldi 212; 5.9.1). 
 

Parins, Marylyn J. “Two Early ‘Expurgations’ of Morte D’Arthur.” Arthuriana 7.3 (1997): 
60-77. Abstract. 11 Sept. 2003 < http://www.smu.edu/arthuriana/>. Path: Abstracts; 
P-Z. 

 
Document within a Professional Site 
 

“Barbara Streisand.” American Film Institute. 21 Jan. 2004 
<http://www.afi.com/tvevents/laa/laa01.aspx >. 

 
Document within a Government Site 
 

United States. Dept. of Justice. Natl. Inst. of Justice. Prosecuting Gangs: A National 
Assessment.  By Claire Johnson, Barbara Webster, and Edward Connors.  Feb. 1995.  
29 June 1998 <http://www.ncjrs.org/txtfiles/pgang.txt>. 

 
Article from an Online Journal 
 

Rist, Thomas. "Religion, Politics, Revenge: The Dead in Renaissance Drama." 
 Early Modern Literary Studies 9.1 (2003): 20 pars. 10 Sept. 2003 
 <http://www.shu.ac.uk/emls/09-1/ristdead.html>. 

 
Article from an Online Magazine 
 

Plotz, David.  "What You Think You Know About Sept. 11...But Don't." Slate 10 Sept. 
2003 <http://slate.msn.com/id/2088092/>. 

 
Article from a Newspaper or Newswire 
 
Moore, Matt. "Swedish Foreign Minister Dies of Injuries." Orlando Sentinel 11 Sept. 2003 

<http://www.orlandosentinel.com>. 
 
Article from a Reference Database  
 

Turner, William.  “Peter Abelard.” The Catholic Encyclopedia. [Ed. Charles George 
Herbermann.  New York, Robert Appleton, 1907-1912.]    New Advent. 2003 
<http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01036b.htm>. 

 
Online Book 
 

Tressell, Robert.  Ragged Trousered Philanthropists. Project Guttenburg. Ed. Michael S. 
Hart. 10 Sept. 2003 <http://www.ibiblio.org/gutenberg/etext03/rggdp10.txt>. 

 
For a book from a subscription database see the entry for netLibrary on page 9. 
 
Online Movie Review 
 

Smith, Neil. Rev. of Hope Springs, dir. Mark Herman. BBC Films Reviews. 7 May 2003. 
BBC. 11 Sept. 2003 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/films/2003/02/27/hope_springs_2003_review.shtml>. 

 
Posting to a Discussion List  
 

Baker, Jenny. "Something to Crowe About." Online posting. 3 Jan. 2001. Hollywood 
Insider Newsletter. 11 Sept. 2003 < http://www.topica.com/lists/hollywood/>. 
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Course Home Page 
Chandler, Seth J.  Law and Economics. Course home page.  Spring 2003.  Law Center, U of 

Houston. 10 Sept. 2003 <http://www.law.uh.edu/faculty/schandler/lawandeconomics/>. 
 

Academic Department Home Page 
English. Dept. home page. U of Central Florida. 10 Sept. 2003. 

<http://www.english.ucf.edu/>. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adapted from: Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers, 6th edition. New York: Modern Language Association, 2003. 
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