
Internet Safety

How To Keep Your Children Safe 

As They Use The Web



December 2009 - 206,741,990
December 2001 - 36,276,252 
December 2000 - 25,675,581 
December 1999 - 9,560,866 
December 1998 - 3,689,227 
December 1997 - 1,681,868 
December 1996 - 603,367 
August 1995 - 18,957 

http://news.netcraft.com/archives/web_server_survey.html

The World Wide Web 
– The Only Constant is Change

Created in 1989Created in 1989



The World Wide Web 
Age is Relative

� If the World Wide Web were a person, it would be in its 
second year of college.

� If Google were a person, it would be in the 6th grade.

� If Facebook were a person, it would be in Kindergarten.

� In the year 1992, when Bill Clinton was running for 
President, there were 50 websites on the planet Earth and 
the founder of Google had just graduated High School.  

� Today there are over 200 million active websites with over 
25 billion pages.  The founder of Google is the 11th richest 
person in the world and the founder of Facebook is about to 
celebrate his 26th birthday. 

� In June of 2006, the verb to google – meaning to search the 
web - was officially added to the Oxford Dictionary.



The World Wide Web Offers So Much!The World Wide Web Offers So Much!

9.25 million Wikipeda articles in 
approximately 250 languages

Every picture the Hubble Space 
Telescope has ever taken



The Dark Side of the World Wide WebThe Dark Side of the World Wide Web

http://www.sentrypc.com/statistics.htm

One in five U.S. teenagers who regularly log on to the Internet say they have 

received an unwanted sexual solicitation via the Web. Solicitations were defined 

as requests to engage in sexual activities or sexual talk, or to give personal sexual 

information.

- Crimes Against Children Research Center

25% of children have been exposed to unwanted pornographic material online.

- Crimes Against Children Research Center

Only 1/3 of households with Internet access are actively protecting their children

with filtering or blocking software.

- Center for Missing and Exploited Children

75% of children are willing to share personal information online about 

themselves and their family in exchange for goods and services.

- eMarketer



The Dark Side of the World Wide WebThe Dark Side of the World Wide Web

Only approximately 25% of children who encountered a sexual approach or 

solicitation told a parent or adult.

- Crimes Against Children Research Center

One in 33 youth received an aggressive sexual solicitation in the past year.

This means a predator asked a young person to meet somewhere, called a young 

person on the phone, and/or sent the young person correspondence, money, or 

gifts through the U.S. Postal Service.

- Your Internet Safety Survey

77% of the targets for online predators were age 14 or older. Another 22% were 

users ages 10 to 13.

- Crimes Against Children Research Center

http://www.sentrypc.com/statistics.htm







According to the Pew Research Center, 77% of experts in 
the field believe that by 2020, most internet users will access 
information on the internet mainly via a ....

Source:  http://www.pewinternet.org/Infographics/The-Future-of-the-Internet-III.aspx



According to the Pew Research Center, 77% of experts in 
the field believe that by 2020, most internet users will access 
information via a ....

Source:  http://www.pewinternet.org/Infographics/The-Future-of-the-Internet-III.aspx

Cell PhoneCell Phone
In 2020, our 4th

and 5th graders 
will be in their 
second year of 
university.

How do we help 
them navigate this 
new reality?

How do we 
protect them 
from harm?



Social Networking SitesSocial Networking Sites



Social Networking On Sites Used By Young ChildrenSocial Networking On Sites Used By Young Children



How Does Social Networking Work?How Does Social Networking Work?



How Does Social Networking Work?How Does Social Networking Work?



Even email asks for 
pictures and 
information today.

This Technology Is EverywhereThis Technology Is Everywhere



The Internet Rewards You For Sharing Information and The Internet Rewards You For Sharing Information and 
for Finding for Finding ““FriendsFriends””



There Are Safety Features, But You Must Choose Your There Are Safety Features, But You Must Choose Your 
Friends WiselyFriends Wisely



Free Websites and Blogs Also Allow For Free Websites and Blogs Also Allow For 
Information to be SharedInformation to be Shared



... and what are they doing with the cameras that WE ... and what are they doing with the cameras that WE 
GAVE THEM?GAVE THEM?



What Should Parents DoWhat Should Parents Do

� Make EACH site your children use as safe as possible

� WATCH what your children do.  Check on them frequently. 

� Make sure they are on sites you are feel are appropriate 

� for lengths of time you feel are appropriate 

� at times you feel are appropriate.

� JOIN them on their internet sites from time to time



What Should Parents DoWhat Should Parents Do

� ASK them to show you who their friends are and to tell you 

about each of them.

� Ask for and use ALL their passwords and accounts on 

websites.

� Use an INTERNET FILTER to keep them off the worst sites, 

but DON'T RELY ON IT ALONE!

� Teach your children how to use the internet safely.



What Should Parents TeachWhat Should Parents Teach

� Friends are people you know FACE TO FACE.

� Do not post photos of YOU OR YOUR FRIENDS.  

� Remember that ANY photos you post or send can become 

public.

� Do not post personal information about you or your friends 

anywhere at any time.  It is NEVER SAFE.

� What you say can often become public.



What Should Parents TeachWhat Should Parents Teach

� Never say hurtful things about anyone on the internet.

� If you are being bullied on the internet TELL AN ADULT.

� If you are being approached by someone on the internet, TELL 
AN ADULT.

� If something does not feel right, TELL AN ADULT

� What you read on the internet is often not accurate.

� NEVER meet anyone from the internet in person.



What Should Parents Watch For?What Should Parents Watch For?

� Children spending large amounts of time alone on-line

� Children who are socializing on-line at odd hours.

� Children who switch off the screen the moment you walk in 

the room.

� Children who talk about on-line friends that you have never 

heard of.



What Should Parents Watch For?What Should Parents Watch For?

� If you become aware that your child is writing or posting 

inappropriate words or images of people on the internet.  This 

is cyberbullying.

� If you become aware that your child is being bullied.

� If you become aware that your child is being approached 

inappropriately by people on-line.



Finding and Working With FiltersFinding and Working With Filters

There are many places around the internet to get filters for your 

family.  The first two links are for programs that you pay for. K9 is 

a free program and it is what I use at home.  

�www.netnanny.com 

�www.cyberpatrol.com 

�www.k9webprotection.com

�Your internet router may also offer some basic filter and 

scheduling capabilities. 



Using and Configuring an Internet Filter:   Using and Configuring an Internet Filter:   
One ExampleOne Example















Once the Filter is Configured, This is What Once the Filter is Configured, This is What 

You See for Blocked Sites.You See for Blocked Sites.



What Are Your Thoughts?


