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IF all students 
can achieve 
their potential 
given 
appropriate 
expectations, 
high standards, 
motivation, 
instruction and 
recognition of 
abilities in a 
wide range of 
areas

EXTRA EXTRA 
EXTRA!
Gifted and Talented 
Mission Statement 
Released   1995

THEN implement a curriculum that recognizes 
individual differences, adheres to high standards and 

makes connections to interdisciplinary programs.

http://www.socsd.org/giftedandtalented.htm


GIFTED 

AND 

TALENTED

Children are those who are capable of 
high academic and/or artistic 
performance, as evidenced by general 
intelligence, to include creative- 
productive thinking, special academic 
aptitude, leadership, ethical sensitivity 
and social responsibility, or special 
talent in one or more of the arts, 
and/or with exceptional motor ability. 

http://www.tki.org.nz/r/gifted/reading/theory/renzulli_e.php


1996: RESEARCH BASED, INTEGRATED, 

MULTI-TIERED APPROACH

Curriculum Compacting  
Learning Centers  
Independent Study  
Challenge Learning 
Opportunities

Demonstration lessons by 
differentiation specialists

Clustering of gifted students

1997-1998: Addition of a collaborative teacher – staff 
development provided. Demonstration lessons, teams of 
teachers working together on curriculum compacting

Gifted Specialist joins SOCSD staff





GOAL #1
To ensure all our students have 

the opportunity to achieve their full 
academic, creative and artistic potential.

Student created airplane from scrap materials



GOAL #2
To identify high potential students

and include the entire school 
community in providing a meaningful 
and rigorous educational experience. 

OLSAT TEST used for G/T 
identification

Student creates instruments from 
various materials as portfolio work



GOAL #3
To enrich the curriculum for the full 

range of our students' abilities, 
through interdisciplinary curricula, 

developing the writing process, 
project-based learning

alternate assessments, and other best 
practices available in schools today.

Students discover 
artifacts in an Inuit 
Archaeological dig 
as part of our study 
of the Inuit way of 
life. 

Girl’s Finger Fan

Mukluk charm 

Soapstone bird

Girl’s wooden 
“coming of age” story 
knife



To provide staff development and 
resources so our teachers are 

prepared to use effective strategies 
and provide challenging

learning opportunities for our gifted 
and talented students

GOAL #4

Students made stick puppets to 
support district wide Character 
Education read aloud, Three Cups 
of Tea by Greg Mortenson.

http://www.socsdthreecupsoftea.wikispaces.com/
http://www.socsdthreecupsoftea.wikispaces.com/


• Universal screening tool required as part of RTI

• WOS uses the Dial Readiness Record and Kindergarten 
screener

• Grades 3-8 implement the CTPIV

• Assessment provides data on achievement in reading, 
listening, vocabulary, writing and math.

• Verbal and quantitative reasoning skills assessed

• Data reported using national and suburban norms

• Data from screening tool and student work/grades 
assist in considering additional students for G/T program

http://psychcorp.pearsonassessments.com/HAIWEB/Cultures/en-us/Productdetail.htm?Pid=PAa13700
http://www.erbtest.org/schools/achievement/ctp4


• All Kindergarten students screened using DIAL 
Readiness Record and Kindergarten Language 
Screener

• Research shows verbal language abilities as one of 
the best indicators of Kindergarten success.

• Data obtained from screening tools will assist in better 
grouping and placement of incoming kindergarten 
students

• Data obtained will assist in identifying children in the 
upper percentiles and those with potential delays

http://psychcorp.pearsonassessments.com/HAIWEB/Cultures/en-us/Productdetail.htm?Pid=PAa13700


• 2010-2011 intervention block, providing time to enhance 
differentiation in the classroom, using the nine instructional 
and management strategies for differentiation that we 
recommend we adopt as a district.

•Enrichment activities currently implemented by the specials 
teachers, with rotating sessions that address students’ 
interests, needs and wants.

• 2010-2011 K-2 partnership for staff development:

G/T specialist and teachers provide staff development to 
enhance services for our younger high ability learners.

G/T specialist will provide presentations on the 
characteristics of gifted children, differentiated strategies for 
the classroom and research on twice exceptional students.

http://www.youblisher.com/p/27956-A-Few-Instructional-Strategies-for-Differentiated-Mixed-Ability-Classrooms/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/27956-A-Few-Instructional-Strategies-for-Differentiated-Mixed-Ability-Classrooms/
http://www.socsdteacher.org/bfox/
http://www.socsdteacher.org/bfox/
http://www.jjacobs.socsdblogs.org/
http://www.giftedcertification.ning.com/profiles/blog/list?user=2tab5qbqv3mei


Students receive 
push-in lessons 

from G/T specialist 
at grade two

OLSAT test 
implemented in 

Grade 2

Some pull-out enrichment 
services provided based on 
student needs/interests

Students with 140+ 
score are automatic 
admission to G/T

Students below 140 
may portfolio

Portfolios reviewed by G/T 
team. Classroom teacher 
recommendations and input 
essential to process

If a student is not accepted into the program via the portfolio 
process, a parent may ask for their child to be reviewed the 

following year.  

http://www.pearsonassessments.com/hai/ProductLongDesc.aspx?Catalog=TPC-USCatalog&ISBN=OLSAT&Category=AchievementAccountability
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31585-Scales-for-Rating/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31585-Scales-for-Rating/


•Students identified from TZE are placed in 
cluster classes at CLE.

•All students new to the district are screened 
using the CTPIV.  Student information is shared 
with the building principal and special area 
teachers for consideration of services.

•Additional nominations can be made by parent 
and/or teachers. All information is reviewed and 
evaluated by the G/T committee.

http://www.erbtest.org/schools/achievement/ctp4


•During the 2010-2011 school year a Gifted Specialist will 
support G/T students in grades 4 and 5 four days per week 
providing:

•Push-in services to cluster classes – Problem Based Learning and 
21st Century Skills

• Staff development for cluster teachers – See page 20 

•Pull-out services during intervention block  - 4th Grade 
Transformations: Investigating Change, 5th Grade – Changing 
Perspectives: Convictions and Actions

• Additional Opportunities – WordMasters, Math Olympiads, 
Voyager Learning, Book Blogs, Robotics, Bridge Design, 
Challenges (vMath, Sudoku, Valentine)

http://www.mcbride.socsdblogs.org/
http://www.mcbride.socsdblogs.org/?page_id=261
http://www.mcbride.socsdblogs.org/?page_id=261
http://www.mcbride.socsdblogs.org/?page_id=261
http://www.socsd.org/cottagelane.htm


•Support will be provided to cluster classes utilizing 
push-in / pull-out services. Letter to Families of Gifted 
Students.

•Creation of online virtual mini courses for the Gifted 
and Talented students via the Rockland County Virtual 
Campus. 

Gifted/Talented Specialist assigned 1/day per week
at SOMS: Staff development work with cluster teachers in
sixth Grade ELA and Social Studies, providing resources, 
planning and modeling to help teachers understand and 

develop best practices of differentiation 

http://www.youblisher.com/p/34144-SOMS-Family-Letter/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/34144-SOMS-Family-Letter/
https://moodle.rboces.org/
https://www.moodle.rboces.org/
http://www.kmurphy.socsdblogs.org/
http://www.socsdteacher.org/cfoley/7th-grade/


• Virtual High School courses available to SOMS students 

• Eighth grade course offerings include: 

•Earth Science

• Integrated Algebra

• Design and Drawing

• Studio Art

• Rosetta Stone licenses provided to all Foreign 
Language students

• Additional FLAP grant resources will provide introductory 
Chinese language instruction

• Challenge Lab creation

http://www.socsd.org/tzh/virtualhighschool.htm
http://southorangetownms.rosettastoneclassroom.com/en-US/portal/first_time_user
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31609-SOMS-Challenge-Lab/


Tappan Zee High School implements a 

Rigorous Academic Program including:

COURSE CATALOG
•Parent Information Bulletin

•Placement Explanation

•Honors courses

•World History 9 Rubric

•English 9 Honors Rubric

•Advanced Studies in Biology Rubric

• AP courses

• Chinese Program

http://www.youblisher.com/p/31458-Parent-Information-Bulletin/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31461-Placement-Explanation/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31459-World-History-9-Rubric/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31454-English-9-Honors-Rubric-2010/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31453-Advanced-Studies-in-Biology-Rubric-2010/


-
Gifted/Talented specialist will provide staff development for 
G/T cluster teachers across the district, addressing best 
practices in gifted education: 

- Curriculum Compacting

- Project Based Learning Experiences

- Independent Study / Projects

- Differentiated Lessons

http://www.eastmillsboro.com/how_to_differentiate_instruction.htm
http://www.eastmillsboro.com/how_to_differentiate_instruction.htm
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.ideportal.com/
http://www.nationalhistoryday.socsdblogs.org/?page_id=9
http://www.nvcc.edu/loudoun/CTE/id62.htm


•Staff development will be provided during faculty meetings 
to support general education teachers in recognizing 
and understanding the needs of twice-exceptional students.

•Cluster Class teachers will support students in developing 
self-reflection, monitoring and metacognition. For example, 
in Grade 3 we will utilize the “Plot yourself as a Learner” 
format developed as part of Design for Differentiation

•Explored and participated in multiple building staff 
development using Webinars, for example differentiation with 
Susan Weinbrenner, Problem-based learning with David 
Grant and use of cell phones in the classroom.

http://www.2enewsletter.blogspot.com/
http://www.robinfogarty.com/
http://www.classlink.com/eml/final/leadership/leadership16.html
http://www.edutopia.org/maine-project-learning-authentic-expeditionary-grant-video
http://www.edutopia.org/maine-project-learning-authentic-expeditionary-grant-video
http://www.classlink.com/webinars/


Here is an example of the type of information that will be shared with all 
staff members each year, to enhance the understanding of the Twice 
Exceptional student.

Defining characteristics of the twice-exceptional learner are: Evidence 
of high performance or potential in a gift, talent or ability, combined 
with a disability that suppresses the student’s ability to achieve 
according to his/her potential.

Disabilities may include dyslexia, auditory processing problems, visual 
processing deficits, emotional behavior disabilities, ADD or ADHD, and 
autism.   This information will be incorporated into our RTI program 
information.

Click here to view Characteristics 
of Twice Exceptional Students

http://www.youblisher.com/p/31584-Response-to-Intervention-and-Gifted-and-Talented-Education/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31584-Response-to-Intervention-and-Gifted-and-Talented-Education/
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/twice_exceptional.htm


•Acceleration of students may be content area based or 
grade level acceleration.

•Acceleration is implemented when it is determined to be 
in the best interest of the student’s academic needs.  That 
is, the student’s data has clearly shown mastery of 
current grade/subject expectations.

• Careful consideration of the student’s social/emotional 
appropriateness for the acceleration must be considered.  

•Recommendation or request for acceleration may come 
from a parent or a teacher.  However, it is essential that a 
clear process for acceleration procedures be in place.

Acceleration



1. We recognize that at this time there is not a formal, district-wide 
acceleration process.  One of our goals is to research and 
recommend an appropriate process for content area or grade level 
acceleration.

2. Increase Innovative Designs (IDE) in Education/ Project-base 
learning across the district.

3. Using existing staff, including psychologists, TSP personnel, Gifted 
specialists will provide direct instruction K-12 on twice-exceptional 
students.

4. Pilot implementation of the CTPIV testing in Grades 3-8

5. Review progress of identified students using the RTI model.

http://www.2enewsletter.com/welcome page.htm
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31584-Response-to-Intervention-and-Gifted-and-Talented-Education/


AGATE – Association for Gifted and Talented Education 
(local / national chapter)

NAGC – National Association for Gifted Children

ASCD – Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
Development

CEC – Council for Exceptional Children

SENG- Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted

South Orangetown Central School District Gifted and 
Talented teachers, as well as General Education teachers 
regularly present and/or participate in these key 
conferences in order to stay up-to-date on best practices 
in order to extend their learning.  

http://www.agateny.com/
http://www.nagc.org/
http://www.ascd.org/
http://cec.sped.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home
http://www.sengifted.org/index.shtml
http://www.socsd.org/giftedandtalented.htm
http://www.socsd.org/giftedandtalented.htm
http://www.nagc.org/2010schedule.aspx


As part of our Gifted and Talented review process, we 
implemented four distinct surveys in the areas of:

Parents – awareness of the SOCSD Gifted/Talented 
programs and services / the impact of those services 
on children.

37 parents completed the survey

The responses we received showed strengths in:

•Program has a positive influence on child’s attitude 
toward school

• Awareness of the SOCSD Gifted/Talented program

• Awareness of how students are selected for the 
Gifted/ Talented program

http://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=2PTidisK6oueW62eel_2bzkuIq1DRrLs7jtc3D9GMSyco_3d


•Gifted/Talented services have been overall very beneficial

• Gifted/Talented services provide learning opportunities that

are challenging to my child

• My child’s grades reflect their real potential

The areas which were rated as needing clarification or 

improvement were:

• Gifted/Talented program has clearly defined expectations 

my child

• The Gifted/Talented selection process and results are 

Clearly communicated

My child’s teacher communicates and collaborates with me 

about my child’s needs. 

•Gifted/Talented program provides many opportunities for my child to 

pursue their passions and develop new topics of his/her personal

Interest through independent learning.



SOCSD G/T Report Card

Final Curriculum Council questions

Benefits of Technology

Final GT Q and A

New York State Data
•Comprehensive Information Report

•Accountability and Overview

Regents Data

AP Data

Survey Information: Teachers, Parents, 
Students 3-5, Middle School

http://www.youblisher.com/p/31444-SOCSD-Gifted-and-Talented-Report-Card/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/34159-Final-Curriculum-Council-Questions/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/34148-Benefits-of-Technology/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/34160-Final-GT-Q-and-A/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31441-The-New-York-State-District-Report-Card/
http://www.youblisher.com/p/31440-The-New-York-State-District-Report-Card/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=Cz5dZiHhFiTMS_2bcdlQt_2fEr8uBE6MZ8oaJQELMFk_2brpA_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=2PTidisK6oueW62eel_2bzkuIq1DRrLs7jtc3D9GMSyco_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=3OsNGkaCfZlCTt1B3EkKKV9XyM3IS4mI68vEfLrt7wQ_3d
http://www.surveymonkey.com/sr.aspx?sm=uq4LCaq6_2fUnNTQxO82upZwNHw3PuGXtqAenkYbjB37U_3d


•National History Day Projects
•Documentary: Media on Society
•Mystery Websites 
•Survivor 20 Glogsters
•Motivational Glogsters
•Chalk for Poetry
•Decades Research & Decades Day
•Mystery Wiki
•Science Fiction Voicethreads
•Holocaust Voicethreads
•Pennies for Peace
•Civil Rights Ning
•Terrific Tours

http://www.nationalhistoryday.socsdblogs.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beQO2R9peEQ
http://www.kmurphy.socsdblogs.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/ELA-Mystery-webaddresses1.doc
http://www.techexpo2010.wikispaces.com/2.+Glogs+in+SOCSD
http://www.socsdteacher.org/ptarasco/motivational-posters/
http://www.socsdteacher.org/sstehly/chalk-4-poetry/
http://www.kmurphy.socsdblogs.org/?page_id=184
http://www.somsmcbride.wikispaces.com/Halloween+Display+Period+5
http://www.voicethread.com/#u837637.b1049949.i5600747
http://www.voicethread.com/#u837637.b1017915.i5427264
http://www.socsdteacher.org/sstehly/pennies-for-peace/
http://www.civilrightsfoley.ning.com/
http://www.terrifictours.wikispaces.com/


•Unity Proposals Animating History
•Irrigation Systems
•Colonial Coins
•Fair Trade Website
•Why Copyright Matters
•Rock The Point
•Guest Speakers
•Holocaust Speaker
•Blogs
•Webquests
•Video Conferences

http://www.socsdteacher.org/cfoley/7th-grade/
http://www.socsdteacher.org/lfreeley/2009/12/01/how-do-irrigation-systems-impact-societies/#comments
http://www.colonialcoins.wikispaces.com/
http://www.stopthelabour.webs.com/
http://www.socsdlibraries.weebly.com/south-orangetown-middle-school.html
http://www.nationalhistoryday.socsdblogs.org/?page_id=93
http://www.socsdlibraries.weebly.com/collaboration-in-action.html
http://www.nationalhistoryday.socsdblogs.org/?p=78
http://www.socsdteacher.org/gspiegelman/historical-fiction-and-non-fiction/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/
http://www.questhistory.weebly.com/history-quest-blog.html
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