

















SOUTH ORANGETOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT

LEVEL 3

Examples Of Infractions
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Bullying, or hitting another student

Cheating (on tests, quizzes, homework, projects, etc.)

Coercing others

Cursing or use of offensive language/gestures directed at a peer
Cutting class

Defying authority/insubordination

Forgery

Gambling

Harassing or intimidating others

Leaving school grounds without permission

Plagiarism

Possession and/or sharing of cigarettes/tobacco products
Provolmg a fight

Pushing/shoving

Repetitive Level 2 Infractions

Theft (based on severity and/or frequency-see Introduction) -
Threatening violence against others or against property
Truancy (cutting school)

Unsafe action :

Vandalism/Graffiti (based on severity and/or frequency-see Introductlon)

Range Of Disciplinary Conseguences

¥rom 1 day In-School Suspension te 2 days Qut-Of-School Suspension
For repetitive infractions see Level 4- Range Of Disciplinary Consequences

LEVEL 4

Examples Of Infractions
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Assault

Cursing or use of offensive language/gestures directed at an adult

Extortion

Fighting

Nlegal possession or sale of school property (such as school keys)

Physical or sexunal harassment

Possession and/or sale of stolen property

Possession of a dangerous article

Possession and/or sharing of controlled substances (drugs, including alcohol) or drug paraphernaha on
school property or at a school sponsored activity

Repetitive Level 3 Infractions

Smoking or using tobacco on school property (including school buses) or at a school
sponsored activity (as per Board of Education Policy)

Theft (based on severity and/or frequency)

Vandalism or graffiti (based on severity and/or frequency-see Introduction)

Range of Disciplinary Conseguences
From 2 days Ouit-Of-School Suspension to 5 days Oui-Of-School Suspension

For repetitive infractions see Level 5 — Range of Disciplinary Consequences
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SCUTH ORANGETOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL.
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT

LEVEL 5
Examples Of Infractions
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Arson

Assault and battery

Bomb hoax

False fire/smoke alarm

Possession and/or use of firecrackers or explosives

Possession and/or use of a dangerous weapon (as per Board of Education Policy)

Sale, distribution and/or use of conftrolled substances (drugs, including alcohol) or drug
paraphernalia on school property or at a school sponsored activity.

Sexual assault (verbal and/or physical) (as per Board of Education Policy)

Vandalism (based on severity and/or frequency-see Iniroduction)

Range of Disciplinary Conseguences

From 3 days Out-of-School Suspension to 5 days Out-of-School Suspension and
referral to the police and/or appropriate authorities/agencies

Additional Consequence Options Foxr All Levels
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Alternative school placemert

Counseling/counseling group

Discussion with student

Interim report

Letter of apology signed by parent

Loss of all credit (for cheating)

Lunch detention

Parent notification

Parent/team meeting

Referral to police and/or other outside authorities/agencies
Restitution of losses or damages

School/community. service

Student/team meeting

Student meeting with Assistant Principal and/or Principal

. Student/parent meeting with Assistant Principal and/or Principal

Superintendent's hearing

Supervised study (assigned at teacher's discretion)

Temporary suspension or permanent removal from privileges/activities/sports
Temporary suspension from bus transportation (for bus misbehavior)
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TEST A

Subject 1% Quarter |2* Quarter |3™ Quarter | 4™ Quarter
ELA
MATH
SS
SCI
FR.
LANG

Guidance Counselor Meetings
Date Period Date Period Date Period
Date Period Date Period Date Period
Date Period Date Period Date Period
Date Period Date Period Date Period
Date Period Date Period Date Period
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TEXTBOOKS

Students are given textbooks with a number inside and are responsible for the upkeep of these
books for the entire school year. Textbooks must be returned when requested by the teacher,
usually in June. Students who do nor return their books will have to replace the book or pay a
fine. Students who have outstanding book fines in September will not be able to participate in
extra curricular activities and sports.

PLEASE RECORD BELOW THE NUMBER AND CONDITION OF EACH OF THE
TEXTBOOKS YOU RECEIVE THIS YEAR.

Subject Bool# Price Condition
Subject Bool# Price Condition
Subject Bool# Price Condition
Subject ' Bool# Price Condition
Subject Boolk# Price Condition
Subject Booli# Price Condition
Subject Bool# Price Condition
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BUDDY LIST
NAME PHONE #

English Language Aris

Social Studies

Math

Science

Foreign Language

Other

26.




Anti-Bullying Pledge - Students

We the studenis of South Orangetown Middle Schoel agree to join together to
stamp out bullying at our school.

We believe that everybody should enjoy our school equally, and feel safe, secure and
accepted regardless of color, race, gender, popularity, athletic ability, intelligence,
religion and nationality.

Bullying can be pusﬁing, shoving, hitting, and spitting, as well as name calling, picking
on, making fun of, laughing at, and excluding someone. Bullying causes pain and
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stress to victims and is never justified or excusable as “kids being kids,” “just teasing”
or any other rationalization. The victim is never responsible for being a target of
builying.
By signing this pledge, we the students agree fo:

1. Value student differences and treat others with respect.

2. Not become involved in bullying incidents or be a bully.

3. Be aware of the school's policies and support system with regard to bullying.

4. Report honestly and immediately all incidents of bullying to a faculty member.

5. Be alert in places around the school where there is less adult supervision such
as bathrooms, corridors, and stairwelis.

6. Support students who have been or are subjected to bullying.
7. Talk to teachers and parents about concerns and issues regarding bullying.

8. Work with other students and faculty, to help the school deal with bullying -
effectively.

9. Encourage teachers to discuss bullying issues in the classroom.

10. Provide a good role model for younger students and support them if bullying
OCCuUrs.

11. Participate fully and coniribute to assemblies dealing with bullying.

| acknowledge that whether | am being a bully or see someone being bullied, if | don’t
report or stop the bullying, | am just as guilty.

Signed by:

Print name: ' Date:
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TAPPAN ZEE HIGH SCHOOL
Minimum Attendance Policy

8" grade students enrolled in classes bearing high school credit will be subject
to this policy.

in order to receive credit for a course at Tappan Zee High School, students must
register an overall grade point average (including a final exam or assessment) of 65 or
higher. In addition, students may not miss more than 15% of the fotal number of class
meetings (periods) for any class as outlined below:

Course Absences
1 Credit Course: 27
% Credit Course: 14
Lab Course (3-day lab cycle): 41
Lab Course (2-day lab cycle): 36

All absences, regardless of reason, are counted for the purpose of determining eligibility
for course credit. For example, iliness, field trips, special rehearsals, club meetings,
music lessons and class cuts all count toward the 15% maximum absences allowed.
Aldditionally, consequences will be assigned as outlined in the student handbook for
class cuts.

Extended lliness: During the first week of an extended iliness, a parent or guardian
must contact the school. In this event, a doctor’s note must be submitted to the school
detailing the nature of the iilness as well as the potential length of absence. Students
who anticipate an absence of two or more consecutive weeks will be provided a home
tugor for all appropriate courses. Days spent with a home tutor will not be counted as
absences.

Appeals: If a student is absent for more than 15% of the class meetings due to an
extenuating circumstance, or if there is a disagreement in the number of absences,
he/she can make an application to the Appeals Committee. The Appeals Committee
will be comprised of several teachers from different departments. This committee will
make a recommendation to the principal for a final decision.

Notification of Class Absences: Studenis and their parents or guardians will be
informed of class absences at various intervals, as noted below:

Absent 6% of the time: Letier home
Absent 9% of the time:  Parent contact/conference

Absent 12% of the time: Parent contact/conference

When a student is dropped from a course for failure to meet the attendance policy
guidelines, he/she will receive a drop/fail on his/her transcript and notification will be
made via certified mail.

Adopted: November 1, 1999
Revised: June 2002
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Anti-Bullying Pledge - Parents

We the parents of South Orangefown Middle School agree to join together to
stamp out bullying at our school.

We believe that everybody should enjoy our school equally, and feel safe, secure and
accepted regardiess of color, race, gender, popularity, athletic ability, intelligence,
religion and nationality.

Bullying can be pushing, shoving, hitting, and spitting, as well as name calling, picking on,
making fun of, laughing at, and exclhd%ng someone. Bullying causes pain and siress to
victims and is never justified or excusable as “kids being kids, “just teasing” or any other
rationalization. The victim is never responsible for being a target of bullying.

By signing this pledge, we the parents agree to:

1. Keep themselves and their children informed and aware of school bullying policies.

2. Work in partnership with the school to encourage positive behavior, vaiuing
differences and promoting sensitivity to others.

3. Discuss regularly with their children their feelings about school work, friendships and
relationships.

4. Inform faculty of changes in their children’s behavior or circumstances at home that
may change a child’s behavior at school.

5. Alert faculty if any bullying has occurred.

Signed by:

Print name:

Date:

Please sign both sides and return to your Homeroom teacher.”™
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SOUTH ORANCGETOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL
STUDENT HANDBOOIE

THIS BOOK MUST BE BROUGHT TO EACH CLASS EVERY DAY.

We have received a copy of the South Orangetown Middle School Handbook, which includes
the Student Code of Conduct. We have carefully read through it. We are familiar with the
rules, regulations, and guidelines governing school conduct, behavior, and class work.

AS A STUDENT:

I will abide by the rules and regulations of the South Orangetown Middle School.
I will act in a responsible, courteous, and dignified manner at all times.
I will respect my classmates, my teachers, and school property.

AS A PARENT:

I will do all that I can to support my child’s efforts in school and help him/her to succeed.
I will see to it that my child comes to school ready and prepared to work.
I will check the notebook, as needed, for completed class assignments and homework.
1 will make every effort to ensure that my child’s books and school supplies are
adequately maintained.
Furthermore, I will make every attempt to contact the school if I have any questions
or concerns about my child’s school work, conduct and/or progress.

Gr. Team
STUDENT’S NAME Homeroom Teacher

Student’s Signature

Parent/Guardian’s Signature

Date
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SOUTH ORANGETOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL

SOMS Guidance Department

SOMS Guidance Staff 2008/2009

rishilanniice

{iGlidance Secretary

Programs and Services

Individual Counseling

Meeting individually with a guidance counselor is an option for every SOMS student. Counselors can offer insight
and assistance to students in areas related to academic concerns, friends, school, family, and more. Counselors
send out passes to meet with all students periodically throughout the year. However, if a problem arises, don't wait
for a pass! Come fo the guidance office and make an appointment to speak with your counselor. Parents are
encouraged to contact their child's guidance counselor at any time fo discuss their concemns and to request their child
have an appointment with their counselor.

Group Counseling

A variety of counseling groups are offered through the guidance depariment. Group counseling provides a unique
learning opportunity for students that can help them develop strategies and coping skills io better handle problems
they may encounter at school or at home. The groups are facilitated by counselors and allow students the
opportunity to discuss issues affecting them with their peers in a safe environment. Groups are based on students’
interests and concemns and include:

Family Changes (separation, divorce, remarriage)
Bereavement

Social Skills and Friendship

Academic Success Skills
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Classroom Guidance Lessons

Guidance Counselors visit classrooms throughout the school year to deliver various character education lessons.
During your child’s 8" grade year, counselors also visit classrooms to discuss scheduling for TZHS. Group
discussions and activities in the classroom are also facilitated when teachers and administration feei that it would be
beneficial to the students.

Response to Intervention Program

Students sometimes have difficulty achieving success in courses, finals, etc. at the middie school level. We have a
program called Response to Intervention (RTI). The team of teachers, the student, the parent, and the guidance
counselor will create a plan to address the needs of the student. Each plan will be customized based on the
individual student's needs and will be coordinated by an RT| teacher. Parents will meet with counselors to review the
pian. Our goal is to increase student success. There is a direct correlation between student success in middle
school and their future success in high school; therefore, the time for change is now. Additional information will be
distributed to the family if any student who needs this type of help. Please contact your child's guidance counselor for

additional information.




Peer Tutoring

8" graders who eamed exceptional honors each quarter during 7"" grade are invited to become Peer Tutors.
Guidance counselors conduct a workshop at the beginning of the year to help prepare gh grade students io tutor.
Tutors are available in all subjects for all grade levels. Tutors also work with students on organizational skills, time
management, and goal setting. Students receive Peer Tutoring services through referrals by teachers, counselors, or
an administrator, This is also an academic intervention service through the Response to Intervention program.

Transition from Grade 8 (SOMS) to Grade 9 (TZHS)
The SOMS and TZHS Guidance Departments work together to make sure your child's fransition from Middle fo ngh
School is smooth. See Transifion from Grade 8 to Grade 9 for details.

Absentee Assignment Policy

In the event of an extended absence due fo illness, please call the Guidance Office at 680-1106 fo request
assignments. The Guidance secretaries will be happy to put out a homework request for your chiid. Teachers have
24 hours from the time of request to submit assignments for pick up. Parents/Guardians can pick up these
assignments in the Guidance Cffice. The student needs fo be absent at least two school days in order for a

formal reguest fo be honored.

Assignments will not be provided in advance if a student is faking extended vacation time. In the case of a brief
period of absenteeism, students should call a classmate for assignments. There is a page available in the student
handbook to place classmates' phone numbers for each subject area. Students are encouraged to have at least two
contacts per subject area written in their student handbook from the sfart of the school year. Parents/Guardians
should check their child's student handbook to ensure their chiid obtained this information.

Weekly Progress Report Policy
Weekly Progress Report Contract

Weekly Progress Reports are available for those students who are failing, or are in danger of failing more than
one subject area. Progress reports can be requested by the parent/guardian, teacher, and/or counselor.

In an effort to promote student respensibility for their own school work, we have enforced a specific palicy on waekly
reports, if requested. Please be advised that weekly reports should be no means take the place of the student's
responsibility fo write assignments in their student handbook nightly. They are also not meant for students to make
up a week's worth of work over a weekend.

If a report is requested, the guidance department now enfarces time frames for weekly reports to be obtained, by
grade level:

Grade 6 6 weeks
Grade 7 4-5 weeks
Grade 8 3-4 weeks

If the parent/guardian is still not seeing progress, they should contact their child's guidance counselor. Together, they
will set up different strategies that could be helpful in their child's success in school.

Should a weekly progress report be requested, the parent/guardian should pick up a “Weekly Progress Report
Confract,” available in the Guidance Office. This contract explains the responsibilities of the Guidance Counselor,
Teacher, Parent and Student in this process, as well as information on how the reports will be picked up weekly. in
order for weekly progress reports to begin (for the time frame allotted per grade level) this contract must-be
signed. Your child's counselor will be happy to further explain this contract.




Assessment Schedule for the 2009-2010 School Year

(Examination i i i i |:Dates
_English Language Arts (Grade 6,7,8) May 2010
Mathematfics (Grades 6,7,8) May 2010
Science Performance (Grade 8) April 2010
Science Written (Grade 8) May 2010
Social Studies (Grade 8) June 2010

NYS English Language Arts (ELA) Assessment
Grade 6 will fest on three consecutive days. Grades 7 and 8 will test on two consecutive days.

Grade 6

The Grade 6 English Language Aris Assessment is divided in three days and consists of three parts. On day 1,
students will complete a reading comprehension section. On Day 2, students will complete 3 short response and 1
extended response questions after listening to a passage read by the proctor. Finally, on Day 3, students will
complete reading passages and complete 3 short response and 1 extended response questions.

Grade 7

The Grade 7 English Language Arts Assessment is divided into two days and consists of three parts. On day 1,
students will complete reading selections and answer 26 multiple-choice questions and 2 short response questions.
On Day 2, students will complete 4 multiple-choice questions and 2 shorit-response questions after listeningto a
passage read by the proctor. Students will also complete an editing section, where they will be required to edit a
paragraph.

Grade 8

The grade 8 English Language Aris Assessment is divided into two days and consists of three parts. Students take
parts 1 and 2 on the first day, and part 3 the second. The test consists of 25 muliple-choice questions, 6 short-
response items, 2 extended response items and 1 composition. Students are tested in the areas of reading, writing
and listening.

NYS Mathematics Assessment
The Math Assessment (on alf three grade levels) is administered on two consecutive days called sessions.

Grade 6
During Session 1, students will answer 25 muitiple-choice questions. In Session 2 of the test, students will answer 6
Short response and 4 extended response questions.

Grade 7 .
During Session 1, students will answer 30 multiple-choice questions. In Session 2, students will answer 4 short
response, and 4 extended response questions.

Grade 8

During Session 1, students will answer 27 multiple-choice questions, and extended response questions that require
higher level thinking. In Session 2 of the test, students will answer 12 written questions that involve multi-level
thinking.

NY3S Science Assessment {Performance and Written) - Grade §

The Grade 8 Science Written Assessment contains multiple choice, short response, and extended response
questions. The Performance test (given prior to the Written Assessment) will assess student skills in using hands-on
equipment and materials. .

NYS Social Studies Assessment - Grade 8

The Grade 8 Social Studies Assessment is given on fwo consecutive days. Students will be required to answer
mulfiple choice, short answer and essay questions, They will also be required to analyze a Document Based
Question (DBQ). Students will not only need to know information, but also how to interpret and analyze that
information.






