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Suggestions for Summer Reading
Biography/Autobiography/Memoir
Best Seat in the House: A Father, A Daughter, A Journey Through Sports by Christine Brennan – A remarkable memoir of a father and a daughter whom he encouraged to turn her love for sports into a trailblazing career as one of the nation’s top sports columnists.

Black Boy (American Hunger): A record of childhood and youth by Richard Wright - The autobiography of an African-American writer, recounting his early years and the harrowing experiences he encountered drifting from Natchez to Chicago to Brooklyn.

Galileo’s Daughter: A Historical Memoir of Science, Faith and Love by Dava Sobel -  This is a compelling and gracefully written science history, retelling the familiar story of Galileo's battle with the Roman Catholic Church through the letters of his daughter, a cloistered nun.

A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius by Dave Eggers– When both of his parents die, 21-year old Dave Eggers takes responsibility for his 11-year-old brother, Toph.
John Adams by David McCullough – A fascinating portrait of the accomplishments of this often overlooked man and his Presidency.

Of Beetles and Angels:  A Boy’s Remarkable Journey from a Refugee Camp to Harvard by Mawi Asgedom - An autobiography of a boy who, at the age of three, fled civil war in Ethiopia by walking with his mother and brother to a Sudanese refugee camp.  He later moved to Chicago and earned a scholarship to Harvard University.
The Radioactive Boy Scout: The True Story of a Boy and his Backyard Nuclear Reactor by Ken Silverstein -David Hahn, a 17-year-old aspiring Eagle Scout, had constructed the rudiments of a nuclear breeder reactor in his backyard and had contaminated himself and the immediate area with potentially deadly radioactive material. 

 The Seventeen Traditions by Ralph Nader – Activist Ralph Nader talks about how his childhood in a small Connecticut town shaped his character.

Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley - This classic fantasy of the future sheds a blazing critical light on the present.  

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? By Philip K. Dick - By 2021, the World War has killed millions, driving entire species into extinction and sending mankind off-planet. Those who remain coveted any living creature, and for people who can’t afford one, companies build incredibly realistic horses, birds, cats, sheep and even humans.
Ender’s Shadow by Orson Scott Card - Bean is unnaturally intelligent for his age, which is the only thing that allows him to escape the streets and eventually end up in Battle School to prepare for Earth’s war with the Buggers.

The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkein - Frodo Baggins must leave his home and make a perilous journey across Middle-earth to the Cracks of Doom to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose.
The Foundation by Isaac Asimov - Hari Seldon is a psycho-historian and mathematician who is determined to save the knowledge of humankind in this classic award-winning science fiction novel.

The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwwood – In this futuristic novel the government controls women’s bodies and their reproductive choices.  All women are put into one of the following categories:  chaste, childless wives; the housekeeping Marthas; and the reproductive Handmaids, who turn their offspring over to the "morally fit" Wives.

Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowling - Read any of the well-loved books in the Harry Potter Series about a wizard in training at The Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams – Arthur Dent is grabbed from Earth moments before a cosmic construction team obliterates the planet to build a freeway in this hilarious book that blends science fiction and satire.

The Lost Continent by Terry Pratchett -Imagine a magical land where rain is but a myth and the ordinary is strange and the past and present run side by side. Experience the terror as you encounter a Mad Dwarf, the Peach Butt, and the dreaded Meat Pie Floater. 

Romance
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Dr. Zhivago by Boris Pasternack  - Yuri Zhivago, doctor and poet, lives and loves during the first three decades of 20th-century Russia.
Emma by Jane Austin – Set in England in the late 18th century, this novel depicts the humor and irony of social customs as clever Emma tries to impose her match-making ideas on everyone and finds that sometimes she should desist.

Gone With the Wind by Margaret Mitchell – This is the sweeping story of the tangled passions and rare courage of a group of white people in Atlanta during the time of Civil War and its aftermath.

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte – This is a classic love story played out against the backdrop of harsh, austere 19th century rural England.

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte - When Mr. Lockwood has an encounter with the spirit of Catherine Linton at the home of the unsociable Heathcliff, he hears the story of the tempestuous love affair between Catherine and Heathcliff.

Graphic Novels 

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang -  Expertly told in words and pictures, Yang’s story in three parts follows a Chinese American teenager’s struggle to define himself against racial stereotypes.  (Printz Award Winner 2007)

Introducing Machiavelli by Patrick Curry and Oscar Zarate - Have your history served graphically in this informative account of this paradoxical realist who wrote The Prince over 400 years ago.

Maus by Art Spiegelman – The story of a Holocaust Survivor as shown by a cartoonist

Historical Fiction

Assassin by Anna Myers –  In alternating passages, a young White House seamstress named Bella and the actor John Wilkes Booth describe the events that lead up to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln.

The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing: Traitor to the Nation – Volume I, The Pox Party by M.T. Anderson - Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War. (National Book Award Winner and Printz Honor Book).
Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier -  Inman, a wounded Civil War soldier, endures the elements, The Guard, and his own weakness and infirmity to return to his sweetheart, Ada, who is fighting her own battle to survive while farming the mountainous North Carolina terrain.

Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follet – The building of a cathedral in 12th century England sets the stage for this story of power revenge and betrayal. 

Best Sellers

The DaVinci Code by Dan Brown - Investigating the murder of a Louvre curator, Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon and French cryptologist Sophie Neveu find clues painted into a Da Vinci work, inadvertently uncovering a plot involving the Holy Grail and the secret society known as the Priory of Sion.
The Five People You’ll Meet in Heaven by Mitch Ablom -  A bitter eighty-three-year-old war veteran who believes his life is meaningless dies while trying to save a little girl's life and finds himself in heaven, where five people from his past--some loved ones, some strangers--explain what his years on Earth really meant, and whether or not he succeeded in saving the child. 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini – The story of a friendship between two Afghani boys told against the backdrop of historical events including the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the rise of the Taliban.

Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden – A young woman in Kyoto is trained in the art of being a Geisha before, during, and after World War II.  

Thrillers/Horror

.
Be Afraid! -  Tales of Horror selected by Edo van Belkom – short stories.

Be VERY Afraid! – More Tales of Horror selected by Edo van Belkom – more short stories.

The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson – Four people spending a weekend at Hill House to study the paranormal find themselves haunted by a sinister spirit.

The House of the Seven Gables by Nathanial Hawthorne – Young Phoebe cannot escape a family curse that is somehow linked to a grotesque daguerreotype of the family patriarch.

Unidentified by Matt Costello (SOCSD’s own Matt Costello, Teacher of the Gifted and Talented) - As inexplicable terror erupts across the globe, humanity's only hope of survival lies with those who are willing to enter the source: a house where time, space and reality have given way to something else.

Inspirational 

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho

This story, dazzling in its powerful simplicity and inspiring wisdom, is about an Andalusian shepherd boy named Santiago who travels from his homeland in Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of a treasure buried in the Pyramids. 

Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul compiled by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen and Kimberly Kirberger –101 Stories of Life, Love and Learning

Ethics For Everyone – How To Increase Your Moral Intelligence  by Aurthur Dobrin – 21 dramatic true stories showing real-life ethics in action in which the reader is asked to make the ethical choice

Getting Ready For College:  Everything You Need To Know Before You Go From Bike Locks To Laundry Baskets, Financial Aid And Health Care By Polly Berent – the title says it all

No Body’s Perfect:  by Kimberly Kirberger: Stories by Teens about Body image, Self-acceptance and the Search for Identity
One Makes the Difference: Inspiring Actions that Change Our World by Julia Butterfly Hill – Make the world a better place by rethinking, respecting, reducing, reusing and recycling.

The Real High School Handbook: How to Survive Thrive, and Prepare for What’s Next by Susan Abel Lieberman – How to succeed in high school.

.  
Poetry

19 Varieties of Gazelle by Naomi Shihab Nye - Poems from the Middle East

America in Poetry Edited by Charles Sullivan  - How do poets view events in American History?

Earth Shattering Poems Edited by Liz Rosenberg  - Emily Dickinson stated that poems are earth shattering “when I feel physically as if the top of my head were taken off.”

New and Selected Poems by Mary Oliver (winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry)

True Adventure & Survival 

 How to survive in Antarctica by Lucy Jane Bledsoe -  The author describes her experiences visiting Antarctica and shares information on how to get there, what to bring, what to wear, what to eat,how to build a snow shelter, how to avoid crevasses, how to study Antarctic seals, and other survival strategies.
In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex by Nathaniel Philbrick – based on the 1819 voyage of the Whaleship Essex which was rammed and sunk by a sperm whale leaving its crew marooned.

Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster  by Jon Krakouer - 

A first-hand account of the ill-fated 1996 Everest Expedition.

Political / Social Commentary 

An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What We Can Do About It by Al Gore – Read the book that was the basis for the award-winning documentary by former Vice President Al Gore

Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser – The connections between fast food consumption and modern culture ranging from the “mallification” of America to an epidemic of obesity.

Freakonomics : A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything by Steven D. Levitt - the economics of real-world issues and the hidden incentives behind all sorts of human behavior.
Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books by Azar Nafisi – A secret women’s book club reads Western literature that is banned by Islamic Fundamentalists.

Sports
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Friday Night Lights: A Town.  By H.G. Bissinger – The football team at Permian High School in Odessa, Texas.
In These Girls Hope is a Muscle by Madelein Blais – An entertaining intimate account of a girl’s basketball team.

It’s Not About the Bike by Lance Armstrong.  His tale of competition, training and cancer is far more than a sports book.

Me and My Dad: A Baseball Memoir by Paul O’Neill - Paul O'Neill was the undisputed heart and soul of the four-time World Series-winning New York Yankees from 1993 to 2001. O'Neill epitomized the team's motto of hard work and good sportsmanship, traits instilled in him by his friend, confidant, lifelong model, and biggest fan: his dad, Chick O'Neill.

My Losing Season by Pat Conroy - The author reflects on his days at a South Carolina military college. He recalls his love of basketball and its value to him as a means of self-expression.
Sacred Hoops by Phil Jackson and Hugh Delehanty - Coach Phil Jackson describes his personal journey and reveals how he encourages his players to perform to their highest potential based on Eastern and Native American principles.

Sports Shorts edited by Tonya Dean – An anthology of eight short stories about sports by Joseph Bruchac, David Lubar, Marilyn Singer, Terry Trueman, Dorian Cirrone, Tanya West, Alexandra Siy, Jamie McEwan. 

A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson– A humorous account of the author’s attempt at hiking the Appalachian Trail.
Nonfiction

The Electric Life of Michael Faraday by Alan Hirshfeld – The life of the inventor of the electric generator and the electric motor who was also friends with Charles Dickens and an inspiration to Thomas Edison.

Grant and Sherman: The Friendship That Won the Civil War by Charles Bracelen Flood – an historical page-turner and portrait of two powerful men at the center of our country’s bloodiest war.

Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond - Groundbreaking work explaining the links between environment and the development of world history.

Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich – A social critic tries to make ends meet in various cities in America by working for $7.00 an hour.

The World is Flat by Thomas L. Friedman - Contains an overview of the global political and economic changes since the turn of the twenty-first century.

TZHS Favorites 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel

The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior and a fervent love of stories. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America aboard a Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for new homes.

Member of the Wedding by Carson McCullers - Frankie Addams, a motherless twelve-year-old raised by her father and the family's African-American cook, struggles with conflicting feelings about her brother's upcoming wedding.

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants by Ann Brashares – Four friends share a pair of pants over the summer and chronicle their activities while wearing them.

Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson - When a newspaper journalist covers the trial of a Japanese American accused of murder, he must come to terms with his own past and gains new understanding of the treatment of Japanese Americans during World War II.  

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance by Robert Pirsig – A story of a cross-country trip on a motorcycle by a father and son, but it is even more a journey through 2,000 years of Western philosophy as well as a discussion about quality, spirituality and life
Classics

Aeneid by Virgil – The epic story of the founding of Rome

Crime and Punishment by  Fyodor Dostoyevsky -A sensitive intellectual is driven by poverty to believe himself exempt from moral law and after committing murder, struggles with guilt and paranoia.

A Death in the Family by James Agee - Beginning a few hours before Jay Follet's death in a car accident and ending on the day of his funeral the story, inhabited by wonderfully human people, offers a moving, warm, and unsentimental portrayal of love, death and grief.

Demien by Herman Hesse – Emil Sinclair descends into a world of crime and mystery while  a young man unravels his ideas about the place of good and evil.

Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes -  Don Quixote chronicles the famous picaresque adventures of the noble knight-errant Don Quixote of La Mancha and his faithful squire, Sancho Panza, as they travel through sixteenth-century Spain.
The Fountainhead  by Ayn Rand – The story of a gifted architect, his struggle against conventional standards, and his violent love affair

Franny & Zooey by J.D. Salinger – A look into the lives of two very different siblings.

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck –. The story of a farm family's Depression-era journey from the Dustbowl of Oklahoma to the California migrant labor camps in search of a better life.

Lost Horizon by James Hilton – A group of explorers stumble upon a monastery where the secret of eternal life is hidden

Moby Dick by Herman Melville – The story of a captain and his passion to slaughter a great sperm whale that wronged him.

Montana 1948 by Larry Watson.
The summer he is 12, David watches as his family and small town are shattered by scandal and tragedy
The Sound and The Fury by William Faulkner – The account of a young autistic boy as he struggles to deal with and understand life.

Tess of the D’Ubervilles by Thomas Hardy- The tragic story of a peasant woman who discovers that she is the descendant of a noble family.
.
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith – The story of a young girl’s life in early 20th century Brooklyn.

Young Adult Books  (Titles by authors who write especially for teens)
The Afterlife by Gary Soto –After he is stabbed to death,  Chuy is able to observe the happenings in his Hispanic neighborhood in Fresno, California

 The Book Thief by Markus Zusak – (2007 Prinz Honor Book – Award for Young Adult Literature) – Set in Nazi Germany, young Liesel learns that books can feed the soul.

Gospel According to Larry by Janet Tashjian -  Seventeen-year-old Josh is a loner-philosopher who wants to make a difference in the world through his anonymous website but when his site receives national attention it’s difficult to maintain his secret identity.

Goddess of Yesterday by Caroline B. Cooney - The characters of The Iliad come vividly alive in this action-filled novel.

Jake, Reinvented by Gordon Korman – A modern day version of The Great Gatsby played out at Fitzgerald High School.

Parrot in the Oven: Mi Vida by Victor Martinez – Coming of age story about a Mexican American Boy living in California.
The Princess Diaries by Meg Cabot – A teenage girl finds out she’s really a princess and has to look and act the part.

Rash by Pete Hautman - In a future society that has decided it would "rather be safe than free," sixteen-year-old Bo's anger control problems land him in a tundra jail where he survives with the help of his running skills and an artificial intelligence program named Bork.

Silent Boy by Lois Lowry

Looking back on her childhood in the early 1900’s Katy, a doctor’s daughter, remembers her friendship with a boy who doesn’t speak but can communicate with animals.  

Stetson by S.L. Rottman – Seventeen year-old Stetson meets the sister he never knew he had, and together they try to make sense of their pasts

A Time to Keep Silent by Gloria Whelan – After her mother dies, 13-year-old Clair stops talking to get her father’s attention.  
True Confessions of a Heartless Girl by Martha Brooks – A confused 17 year-old girl, a single mother and her young son, two elderly women and sad, lonely man, come together in a small Manitoba town
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Day of the Jackal by Frederick Forsyth – An assassin is hired to kill France’s President, Charles DeGaulle.

In Cold Blood:A true account of a multiple murder and its consequences by Truman Capote – An account of the senseless murder of a Kansas farm family and the search for the killers.

Little Friend by Donna Tartt – Twelve years after his death, Harriet sets out to solve the murder of her brother who was found hanging from a tree in the yard.

The No.1 Ladies´ Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith – Even if you don’t like detective stories, you will love this one about a detective agency located in Botswana. 

Other Favorites

The Dive from Clausen’s Pier by Ann Packer - When her fiancée is paralyzed in a diving accident, Carrie Bell has to make some difficult decisions about her own life.
Fried Green Tomatoes At the Whistle Stop Café by Fannie Flagg 

 Set in a small Alabama train stop town in the 1930s various women's voices tell anecdotes of Whistle Stop, as the chapters jump back and forth through time. 

The House of Spirits by Isabelle Allende - Presents a novel set in an unnamed Latin American country and describes the struggles, passions, and secrets of the Trueba family that spans three generations
The Nanny Diaries by Emma  McLaughlin and Nicola Kraus A satire based on the real-life experiences of former New York City nannies who work for wealthy dysfunctional families.

Snow in August by Pete Hammil – In 1940’s Brooklyn a friendship develops between an 11-year old Irish Catholic Boy and an elderly Jewish Rabbi.

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe - Set in an Ibo village in Nigeria, the novel recreates pre-Christian tribal life and shows how the coming of the white man led to the breaking up of the old ways.

