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June 2008
Dear Parents and High School Students:

The purpose of the summer reading program is to encourage reading.  Studies have shown that the best way to improve academic performance in school is to read!   The attached summer reading list offers suggestions for high school student’s summer reading.  These are only suggestions and students may select any two books to read over the summer.  Incoming ninth grade students can also consult the SOMS list (available at socsd.org) for additional age-appropriate summer reading suggestions. For additional advice, check with your school librarian, public librarian, or bookseller.  Other suggestions may be found on the web, through the links listed below.  

In the fall, an in-class writing assignment will be required of all students about the two books they read over the summer.  Students should remember to write down at least the author and title for a minimum of two books.

Note to Parents:  Books are not designated as appropriate for a specific grade level because we want this list to encourage all of our students to explore a range of works that provide entertainment, stimulation, challenge, and yes, enjoyment.  However, your involvement as parents assures us that the books your child chooses are age appropriate and have content that respects your family's values and interests.
The assignments and required books for AP and Honors students are attached on pages   When school begins again in September, students will have an opportunity to ask questions about the assignments to receive clarification before anything is collected or graded.

Please feel free to contact your school librarian or any of the public librarians for additional suggestions for leisure reading.

If you don’t see anything you like on our suggested list, check out the web sites below to help select books for summer reading: 

Outstanding books for the College Bound http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/outstandingbooks/outstandingbooks.htm
Planning to go to college?  Many colleges and universities have reading lists for their students.  Google the school and get ahead by reading what they suggest!

Reluctant Readers  

www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/quickpicks
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.

Overbooked: Young Adult Literature http://www.overbooked.org/genres/youth/yalit.html - Books written for teens a well as adult books with appeal for teens are reviewed here.  

Teenreads.com – New books galore for teens and adult books with teen appeal, also includes author interviews, media tie-ins, and online book discussion guides.

Teens Top Ten http://www.ala.org/teenstopten
Teen Reading Lists from the Mid-Continent Public Library – http://www.mcpl.lib.mo.us/readers/lists/teen - includes the following reading lists (many are annotated):  Adult Mysteries for Teens; Adult Novels for Young Teens; Best Books for Young Adults; Books to Read When You Hate To Read; Foreign Locales; Going Global; Humorous Books for Young Adults; Recent Historical Fiction; Religious Fiction Series and Sequels; Romance Fiction for Young Adults; Second World War: Fiction Books; Second World War: Non-Fiction Books; Shades of the Past: Historical Adventures; Skinny and Quick: Next Day Book Reports; Teens from Other Times; Too Fat, Too Thin, Too Tall, Too Short; Women Worth Reading About; YALSA Outstanding Books for the College Bound; Young Adult Books for All Kinds of Readers; and Young Adult Titles for Ages 17-18.

Novelist is a fiction database that can be accessed from the Tappan Zee High School Library Web Page http://www.socsd.org/tzh/library/.  Click on the Novelist tab on the left. To use this database from home, the username is tzhs and the password is student.

This database provides subject heading access, reviews, and annotations for over 135,000 fiction titles.   For some novels, the first chapter is available to read online, or you can click on the author’s website link.  Book discussion guides are provided for many novels. With Novelist, simply describe a plot and Novelist will find the perfect book that fits the keywords or subject headings entered. 

The high school’s suggested summer reading list will be sent to all of the local public libraries and bookstores.  The list will also be posted on the district web site at  <http://www.socsd.org/>

Happy Reading!

Lois Parker-Hennion

School Library Media Specialist

Tappan Zee High School Library
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