2008

10H Summer Literature Project

 

 

Reading Assignments:
 

1. Read the Bernard Knox translation of Oedipus the King by Sophocles. 

 

 

2. Read Part III, “The Great Heroes Before the Trojan War,” in Edith Hamilton’s Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes. 

 

 

Writing Assignment:
 

Characterize Oedipus and another character from Part III as hubristic and analyze how this tragic flaw contributes to his ultimate downfall.

 

Guidelines:
 

  Do not exceed three pages of discussion per character.

 

  Be sure to fully explore the most important aspects of characterization in your analysis

 

 

*************
  

Required Reading and Assignments for English 11H

 

The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

(pick up both books from Ms. Duffy before the end of year)

 

 

            Over the summer months, please prepare for our initial meetings by reading the two pieces listed above. As you read each text, you should take notes using the format described below. Although the notes themselves will not be collected, they will help you write the baseline critical lens essay on the summer reading.  In addition, a quiz and an essay will be given on this reading during the first quarter.  While The Crucible is available through the public libraries, purchasing your own copies will enable you to annotate it and have both titles available for review in September.

 

General Format:
Divide each piece into roughly four parts.  Respond while you are reading each part.  Please do not wait until you’ve finished the book.  Label each entry with the date, chapter/act numbers and pages.  Write each entry in segments; try to skip spaces between each segment.  Be sure to respond to the following four points in each entry.

 

1.  Focus your comments on the development of the main character in each work. Consider the following questions:

a.       What are his/her traits and motivation(s)? How can you tell?  Your examples should be specific.

b.      How does the character recognize, change with, or adjust to circumstances?

c.       What do other characters do, say, or think to give you insight into the main character?

d.      How is the character in conflict with his/her society/setting?

2.      Note particularly significant lines (with page numbers) and   comment on how these lines contribute to your understanding of character and/or theme.

3.      Raise any questions or comments you may have on conflicts, characters, setting, or theme. 

4.      Compare and contrast the character(s), setting, and theme of the second novel you read with the same three elements from the first.

 

Important note:  Eleventh Grade English Honors students will take the English Regents in January, rather than June.  Since this reading assignment will be used to prepare for the Critical Lens section of the exam, please be sure to read and review each work carefully.

 

Remember: These notes are not an essay; they should contain your immediate response to the character as you read.  Your goal should be thoughtful and honest comments reflecting a close reading of each text.

 

 

*************
 

Required Reading and Assignments for Grade 12 Honors

 

A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving 
 

While reading, select a minimum of 10 quotes or passages from the novel and respond to each of them.  

 

Questions to consider:
         What is significant about the quote/passage you have chosen?  
         What questions are raised? 
         What is your opinion on the issues presented? 
         What literary techniques does the author use to make meaning?
 

In your responses, be sure to comment on both the author’s style and meaning.  
 

Essays That Worked for College Applications: 50 Essays that Helped Students Get into the Nation's Top Colleges, edited by Boykin Curry, Emily Angel Baer, and Brian Kasbar
 

Select five essays of varying styles and approaches.  For each, comment on the author’s structure, style, tone, voice, topic selection, and meaning.  

 

Questions to consider:

         How does the author engage the reader (beginning, middle, end)?

         Is the topic appropriate and/or engaging for a college essay?

         What makes this essay stand out from other college essays?

         What would a college admissions officer learn about this candidate through his/her essay?

         How does the author’s style complement the content of the essay?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Required Reading and Assignments for Students Entering AP English Literature

 

1. Dramas:  
An Enemy of the People by Henrik Ibsen

Othello by William Shakespeare

 

2. Poetry: 

Chapter 1 from Sound and Sense (9th edition). 

3. Fiction: 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin

Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya

 

ACCOMPANYING ASSIGNMENTS:
 

An Enemy of the People and Othello 
For EACH play, keep a “quotation journal.”  After finishing a thorough and in-depth reading of the play, select ten quotations that strike you as important.  Look particularly for passages that reveal character traits, motivation, and themes.  Be sure that you have at least three quotes from each act.  After typing out each quote, write a paragraph explaining briefly the context and analyzing the quote’s significance to the work as a whole.

 

Sound and Sense
Paraphrase, annotate, and answer the questions for all poems in the chapter. See Mr. Stanford before the end of school to pick up your copy of the book.

Pride and Prejudice
For EACH book, keep a running reader response journal. The journal entries should be written at structurally natural breaks in the text and serve as a record of events as well as associated analysis and commentary regarding setting, characterization, motivation, conflict, and theme. Important quotes should be incorporated into the journal. Also, be sure to note the structural and narrative devices employed by each author, and explore what these devices offer thematically to the text. These journals should be thorough and precise enough to serve in September as a review of the book, enabling you to discuss the work readily and write about it in class.

 

Bless Me, Ultima 
Read Anaya’s novel toward the end of the summer.  We will begin the school year with an in-depth discussion of this work.  As you read, keep a reader response journal.  The journal should be written after reading chunks of text.  Consider using each major dream as a delineating point after which to construct an entry; this will augment your understanding of the text.  These notes should be thorough and precise enough to serve in September as a review of the book, enabling you to discuss the work readily and write about it in class.  Take notes on characters, settings, significant conflicts, structure, enticing quotes, theme, etc.  Pay particular attention to the dream sequence.  Write questions you may have about any puzzling sections, including page numbers.  As you read, try to make connections between this work and literature you have read in the past.

 

